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LISTING OF THW CIA1MS 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.121, provided below is a listing 
of the claims, claims 1-18, of the present patent application. 

1. (Currently Amended) A method for managing a plurality 
of network elements, comprising: 

receiving a plurality of miullLj uf mJ.ua IQoO) alarms 
from Rach of the plurality of alai -i tw network , „e , 3 omenta , wheyejn 
the alarms belong to va rious tv.p_e.s_; 

doLmAiiiiiiiy an muiL flaw mLi whtae d u an cu^uL £luw late 
is LUe iaLe that a -M^ili^ Lypu- of alarm ia imiv^d; 

determining which of the plurality of network elements is 
generating the greatest number of. alarms; and 

instructing the network element generating the greatest 
number of alarms to stop ^udiiiy Lliu alai - ma transmitting t , he , 
alarms. . 
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2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the 
network element instructed to n ot transmit a particular type 
of alarm for a .predetermined period o f time docs; not transmit the 
' bpfciuif ifciil Lype^ u£ alarms for a period of G - 6 0 acicm-ids. 



3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 whexein uuly 
a ^millu Llir^hoia AlJii - m uuL Liuu^uiLlua lux Lhe period claim 
2 wherein the particular tvne of al arm comprises a threshold typg 

alarm operable to be compared against an event — flow — rate 

associat e therewith. 



4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 where a ty pe 
uf gi - ar m -i - y - uot - frransmit ir gd H Eo a : the period claim % wherein the 
particular type of alarm comprises a quality of service — (QoS) 
alarm . 



PAGE 5123 ' RCVD AT 6/2412004 4:33:10 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * $VR;USPT0-EFXRF-1f3 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:2143638177 * DURATION (mm-ss):05-14 



05/24/2084 15:34 2143638177 



DAMAMRAJ & YOUST 



PAGE 06/23 



PATENT APPLICATION 
ALCATEL NO. : 135614 
ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. : 1285-0148US 



5. (Currently Amended) The method of .laiut 4 -liL^iit thr 
W u 1. Hi- LI U liuU ■■ r 111 *** * Wh0r " 1n ^ " QtW9rk £ 

prorisf.arrp-i"^^ pariod of time . 



6 . (Currently tended) The method of ^^^±^ 
pe riod of time - 
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7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein * 
t ^ wcr . k ^^ ha^ .u^.ui .n r .xuiuiulLLlim ul ur m - 

^-^v -t^ p* ^ »n*w.rt to ^transmit th* Spending oi 

»H.fvlnn an — * ^™ ratn motion a.ssori.tpd therewith . 



8. (Currently Amended) The method of U.auu 7 »liui-lu Lh? 
lu««i. LU^h.li W aluu 1, ^ -.1 I ■ 1 rl-Him wh»r«in the step of 
^ rr^in« th - i^wnrt *1ement to stop t^ansmi tti TKI t.He alarms 
in ^ -^^ n th* network element to stop transmittinc 

rPlar-ino »r. t.he tvp<*s of alarms. 
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9. (Currently Amended) An element management system, 

comprising: 

a processor; 

. ^ yan ^i Vft r oo * r*M* to be coupled to * plurality of 
n^wnrlc 6 l e ^nt.. wher e ^ **nh network element is operable 1;o 
.^. ffl ih al*™ «-innals +^ th^ element managem ent s ystem,- the 
*l»rr* signal ° rpl.tino fn prions tvf>es of glarm* generated in 
the network ele ments: and 

a store for storing computer instructions that define 
operational logic of the element management system, the computer 
nnnn execuH .n bv the processor, for prompting the 
element management system to issue a signal to a network element 
to cause it to stop sending Q u O signals *i<mtffi V>^^ d °" 

» prfldtt>n»<nori prec ^Henr.e of suspension of transmission . 
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10- (Currently Amended) The element management system of 
claim 9 wherein the computer instructions prompt the processor 
to send a signal to the network element to instruct it to stop 
sending alarm alflP »T» relating to only a specific type of 
threshold crossing . alarm. 



11. (Currently Amended) The element management system of 
claim 9 wherein the computer instructions prompt the processor 
to send a signal to the network element to instruct it to stop 
sending *1arm slants relating to all threshold crossing *dejrts 
alarms ■ 



12. (Currently Amended) The element management system of 
claim 9 wherein the computer instructions prompt the processor 
to send a signal to the network element to instruct it to stop 
sending alarm signals relating to all quality of service (Qo . Sj 
alarms Qu3 alarms . 
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13. (Currently Amended) The element management system of 
claim 9 wherein the computer instructions prompt the processor 
to send a plurality of signals signal to the network element to 
instruct it to stop sending alarm si gnals based on a precedence 
of suspension determined a la lias, whexein Lhe ius tiuiliun* Lu Mop 
transmit Liu g are> - in the following order: 

specified types of threshold alarms; 

all threshold alarms; 

all QoS alarms; and 

all alarms. 

14, (Currently Amended) The element management system of 
claim 9 wherein the computer instructions prompt the processor 
to send a plurality u l signals signal to the network element to 
instruct it to stop sending alarm, sigr^l? rsl?t^q to— tftr.eAfrP.l,d 
crossing alarms and quality of__s_e r vice (QoS) alarms such that the 
threshold crossing alarms are s uspended prior to the QoS alarms 
■ gfrarms, wherein instructions pjiuu^L the element management system 
to InatLuuL a seiuud iiilwerk el&m & nt Lo &Lup ^endiny thr esho ld 
uios - s -rn y alerts — prio r — to — sendin g — — xrrarfciUcLiuii to stup 
Uau5miLLing all QuC alarms . 
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15. (New) A method of managing alarm signal flow generated 
by a plurality of network elements, the method comprising: 

monitoring alarm signals by an element management system 
coupled to the plurality of network elements, wherein the alarm 
signals are transmitted by each network element and relate to 
various types of alarms generated thereat; and 

instructing a network element by the element management 
system to suspend transmission of the alarm signals based on a 
predetermined order of precedence, if the alarm signal flow from 
the network element exceeds a flow rate associated therewith. 
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16. (New) The method of claim 15 wherein a network element 
is instructed by the element management system to not transmit 
alarm signals relating to a particular type of alarm for a 
predetermined period of time. 



17. (New) The method of claim 15 further comprising the 
step of instructing a network element by the element management 
system to retransmit the alarm signals after the network element 
was initially instructed to not transmit the alarm signals. 



18. (New) The method of claim 15 wherein the predetermined 
order of precedence for suspending transmission comprises the 
following order: specified types of threshold alarms; all 
threshold alarms; all quality of service (QoS) alarms; and all 
alarms . 
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